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day Ld

stuttgart, west germany, apr1l 28 (up1) -- the proseeut10n eaLLs

the three defendants coLd bLooded murderers who kiLLed four amer1ean

soLd1ers and a german pol1eeman during a two-year re1gn of terror

des1gned to br1ng about a revolution.

the defense has sa1d the adm1tted +urban guerr1Llas+ are

~r1soners of war,+ +part1sans,~who opposed amer1ean act10ns 1n

v1etnam and an unjust soe1at system.

they refer to themseLves as urban guerr1LLas members of a red army

faet10n. the pubL1e knows them as the baader-me1nhof band.

a court here was expeeted to pass sentenee on the three thursday

1n a sess10n seheduLed to beg1n at 9 a.m. (0800 gmt).

the defendants, andreas baader, 33, jan earL raspe, 32, and gudrun

ennsL1n, 36, were aeeused of plant1ng bombs 1n the spring of 1972 1n

the headquarters of the u.s. 7th army in frankfurt and the u.s. army•
european eommand headquarters 1n he1delberg that k1lLed an amer1ean

coLonel and three amer1ean enl1sted men.

they also were aceused of k1LL1ng a pol1eeman dur1ng one of a

ser1es of bank holdups they earr1ed out to f1nanee the1r operat10ns.
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x x x operat10ns.

a fourth defendant, ulr1ke me1nhof, hanged herself 1n her pr1son

celL here a year ago. me1nhof, a 32-year-old former journal1st, was

cons1dered the 1deolog1cal Leader of we~t germanys left-w1ng

anarch1st movement.

another defendant, holger me1ns, d1ed 18 months ago after a hunger

str1ke.

through hunger str1kes, the1r refusal to attend most of the

courts sess10ns, and the1r conduet when they d1d attend the

defendants turned the two-year tr1aL 1nto a gr1m e1reus.

+we dont talk to people l1ke you, we shoot them,+ a defense

w1tness told the court.

the c1reus went on unt1l the end.

the defense Lawyers made the1r f1nal pLeas wednesday not 1n the

guarded eourtroom 1n the loeaL pr1son but to reporters 1n a stuttgart

hoteL. thus, 1t had no legal we1ght.

defenee lawyer otto seh1ly 1n h1s plea sa1d the defendants bombed

amer1can headquarters to oppose the v1etnam war.

+the bomb1ngs were aets of res1stanee aga1nst genoc1de 1n

v1etnam,+ he sa1d.

more
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baader, a unlvers1ty dropout, toLd the court ln one of the few

sess10ns he attended, +we urban guerr1LLas are a L1ttLe motor to

start up the great revoLut10n by armed force.+

the defense demanded a m1str1aL on the grounds LegaL author1tles

adm1tted pLant1ng L1sten1ng dev1ces at meet1ngs between the

defendants and the1r Lawyers.

they aLso asked d1sm1sssaL of the case on the grounds of the court

was b1ased and pubL1c sent1ment so opposed to the Left w1ng that a

fa1r triaL was 1mposs1bLe.

the prosecut10n asked L1fe sentences.

the tr1aL ended at a t1me west germany was rO~ked by the murder of

s1egfr1ed buback, the countrys ch1ef prosecutor.

a terror1st band caLL1ng 1tseLf the uLr1ke me1nhof commando sa1d

1t was respons1bLe for the murder earLy th1s month •.

up1 04-27 10:14 ped nnnn ~

baader-rnelnhof-1

stuttgart, west germany (ap) - three Leaders of the

baader-me1nhof urban guerr1LLa gang were conv1cted thursday of four

counts of murder and sentenced to L1fe imprisonmet, a stuttgrt
Cou rt announced.

more
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three weeks ago, chief federaL prosecutor siegfried buback, who

Led the state's case agdinst tne terrorists, was assassinated in

karlsruhe by a group caLllng itself "commando ulrike melnhof."

melnhof, 41, was the accused co-leader of the gang that styled

ItseLf "red ar~flYfaction." she cornmltted sulcidein her jalL cell

Last mayas the triaL neare~ its firstaniversary.

the three convicted terrorists wee not present to hear the

guiLty verdict. they began a hunger strike a month ago to prtest

official eavesdropping on jail-cell conversatlons wlth thelr defense

attorneys.

judge eberhard foth, who headed the five-judge tribunal,

explalned the verd1ct 1n the hedvily guarded courtroom packd w1t

200 reporters and spectators.

he sid the gang carrled out the heidelberg bomblng by smuggL1ng

three Cq) bombs Into the headquarters complex in two civiLian

cars, which were Left parked there.

bonner, who was standiny oeside the cars when the bombs

detonated, died instantLy, "his body torn apart and pleces strewn

over a Large area," foth sald.

woodwad and peck, who were waLking near the two cars, d1ed of

Injurles shortLy after the blasts, foth said, and "other persons

couLd easiLy have been kilLed.



foth said bLoomquist was kiLLed and severaL otner american

soLdiers injured when the gang set off three bombs at the v corps

headquarters office buiLding and officers' cLub 13 days earLler.

aLtogether, the three terrorists staged s1x bomb attacks in six

separate cities around west germany in 1972. this incLuded the

bLasting with five ~ipe ombs of the hamburg headquarters of

conservative pubLisher axeL sPringer, the judge said.

he said te "basic conviction" of baader, enssLin and raspe was

to "use thelr weapons to kiLL and wound," and that "bomb arsenaLs'

discovered in their network of hideouts ~roved they had pLanned

further attacks.

baader, anart coLLege rop-out and convlcted ~rsonlt, was

described by foth as "the recognized Leader of the red army

faction." the judge said this had been proven by testimony ad

written evidence

enssLin, the daughter of a protestant pastor, pLayed an

"important roLe in the criminaL consplracy" and sought to rnalntain•
a "determining infLuence" over the group even from her prison ceLL,

foth said.
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the three-hour statement was read in the fortress-Like

cou rthouse

speciaLLy buiLt for the proceeding at maximum-security stammhelm

prison in suburban stuttgart. baader, enssLin and raspe are jaiLed

there in a high-rise ceLL-bLock.

foth said that aLthough the three dld not personaLLy pant aLL

the bombs, they pLanned "where and when the crlmes were to be carrla

out" and sought to kiLL their victims.

the court rejeced defense cLaims that the bomblngs were

Legitlmate protests against the vietnam war based on "emergency

seLf-heLp" provisions of internationaL Law.

"not everyone can decare himseLf a sUbject of internationaL Law

and conduct war on his own," foth sdd.

the judge stressed the three terrorists were tried and convicted

of cr1m1naL offenses, rejecting their argument that the bombings

were carried out for poLiticaL motives.

,'in view of the judgment, 80:,1eof you may aSk, 'where 1s the

poL1tics?" foth said. "the answer is: there wher it beLongs,

outside the courtroom."

the stormy triaL was repeatedLy deLayed y protest motions of

the Leftist team of defense Lawyers aa most of.whom are facing

prosecution for aLLegedLy smuggLing secret messages from prison

ceLLs to ang sympathizers outside the prison.
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german duthorities have admitted bugging the jaiL ceLLs on two

occasions because of fears the Lawyers and terrorists were pLotting

vioLene to force their reLease.

one of the bugings was ordered in apriL 1975 wh1Le terrorists

were hoLding hostages in t~e west germa embassy in stockholm,

sweden, 1n an unsuccessfuL effort to free the baader-me1nhof

defendants. two trrorists dnd two west german d1pLomats were kll.l.ed

in the raid.

the tr1al. almost col.Lapsed Last jan. 20 when judge tneodor

prinzing was. ousted as tribunaL cha1rman for prejud1ce on a defense

mot1on. foth repl.aced him.

the eavesdropping operations and the prinzlng'S d1squaL1f1cat1on

wh1ch came after he presided over most of the test1mony -- wil.l.

be key factors in defense appeal.s of the verd1ct.

the baader-me1nhof Leaders went on tr1aL may 21, 1975, charged

in a 354-page 1nd1ctnent with masterm1nding a wav of ant1-state

bomb1ng and shoot1ngs that kil.ed the four amer1cans. a german

poL1ceman and 1njured 54 other persons.

the 1nd1ctment charged them with formtng a cr1m1naL consp1racy

and f1nanc1ng the1r campaign with car thefts, burgLar1es and bank

~~ber1es hat netted them 200,000 dol.Lars.

eun060 xda343

'349 :baader - h1story:

stuttJart, west germany, apriL 28, reuter -- foLLowing is

the chronoLogy of the baader-meinhof story from the first bomb

bLasts in 1972 to today's Life sentences:

1972:

may 11: two bombs exPLode at a united states army base in

frankfurt. an american officer dies, 14 other peopl.e wounded.

may 12: sixteen peopl.e injured in bomb bLasts at poLice

buiLdings in mun1eh and augsburg.

may 19: two bombs expLode at hamburg headquarters of the

eonservative springer press.

may 24: three u.s. soLdiers die and six others wounded in

two expLosions at ameriean army headquarters in heideLberg.

june 1: andreas baader, hOLger meins and jan earl. raspe

arrested in hamburg, foLLowed within days by gudrun enssLin

and uLrike meinhof.

1974:

nov 9. meins dies in jaiL after hunger strike.

more je
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1975:

may 21: tr1aL opens 1n stuttgart of four surviv1ng

defendants.

aug 19: defence Lawyers waLk out in protest at defendants'

physicaL conditions.

aug 26: defence Lawyers demand a new triaL, saying accused

have aLready bBen condemned by the pubL1c. dexandprefued.

septx23: doctors say accused not fuLLy f1t to stand tr1aL.

sept 30: dec1sion to cont1nue triaL without defendants.

nov 11: court begins hearing witnesses. judges decide

raspe's Lawyer no Longer to be pa1d state fees because of his

m1sbehaviour in court.

1976:

jan 13: 1n decLarat10ns Lasz1ng three days, defendants

say they members of an urban guerriLLa grouP1 accept

+poL1t1caL+ respons1biL1ty for armed actions but refuse to

answer questions on LegaL aspects.
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by george wine

stuttgart, west germany, apriL 28, reuter - the three Leaders

of the baader-meinhof group were jaiLed for,Life here today at the

~d of west germany's Longest and most spectacuLar urban guerriLLa
triaL.

secur1ty round government Leaders and offices throughout the

country was immediateLy stepped up to avert possibLe repr1saLs

by the group's foLLowers, government sources said.

defendants andreas baader, jan carL raspe and gudrun enssLin,

had been on triaL 1n a speciaLLY-buiLt bomb proof courtroom for

23 months, charged with murdering four u.s. soLdiers and injuring

scores of other peopLe in bomb and shooting attacks in 1972.

each was sentenced to Life imprisonment for setting off the

bombs at american army installations in heidelberg and frankfurt

where the four servicemen died.

more gv/nm/wL
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in a two hour 40 minutes summary tOday, however, herr foth

rejected defence cLaims that he had presided over a poLiticaL

triaL. +poLitics has been Left outside the door of this trial,

where it belongs,+ he commented.

the judge said the trio, aLL in their 30's, had aLways

acknowLedged beLonging to the baader-meinhof group, which they

caLLed +the red army faction,+ and had tried to expLain their

acts as an armed struggLe on behaLf of the proletariat.

after describing the wounds, 1njuries and damage caused by

the various bomb expLosions, herr foth said: +alL this happened

under the alibi of the anti-imperiaList struggLe.+

the group's co-leader, uLrike meinhof, went on triaL with

the other three but she was found hanged in her prison ceLL

Last may. a fifth originaL defendant, holger meins, died in

november 1974 after a hunger strike.

under west german Law, Life imprisonment theoreticaLLy means

convicts stay in jail untiL they die. but a justice ministry

spokesman said today that peopLe sentenced to Life terms are

normaLLy freed after between 13 and 22 years in detention.

(piek up as required)

reuter gvjst
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1437 :second lead baader 4 stuttgart:

the west german federal const1tut10naL court, the country's

h1ghest legaL body, 1s currentLy cons1der1ng arequest from a

reg10nal chamber for a ruL1ng on whether L1fe-Long impr1sonment

1s unconstitut10naL. a dec1s10n 1s expected 1n june.

herr foth, who pres1ded over a bench of f1ve judges, read

out Letters wr1tten by enssL1n and me1nhof ha1L1ng baader, who

wiLL be 34 next week, as the leader of the +red army fact10n+

(ra f) •

the Letters aLso compared h1m w1th cuban Leader f1del

castro, south amer1can Left-w1ng revolut10nary che guevara and

former. north v1etnamese commun1st leader ho ch1 m1nh as

someone who wouLd +f1ght, go on f1ght1ng and f1ght aga1n.+

the pres1d1ng judge sa1d he couLd see ~o grounds for be1ng

Len1ent w1th any of the accused, 1nclud1ng frau enssL1n,

36-year-oLd daughter of a cLergyman. I

he toLd the court, the pUbl1c benches of wh1ch were f1lled

w1th about 150 spectators, that enssl1n had wr1tten 1n a book

she co-authored 1n 1964: +everyone hasthe r1ght to a naturaL

death.+

more gv/st
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the judge went on: +th1s goes for the u.s. soLd1ers,

poL1cemen and otzers at whom these bombs were d1rected.+

west german just1ce and pol1ce off1c1aLs have Lang feared

attempts by rad1cal foLLowers of the baader-me1nhof group to

k1dnap prominent peopLe and thus force the release of the

movement's hard-core Leadersh1p.

it was particularlY with this 1n m1nd that secur1ty measures

were 1ncreased throughout the country foLLow1ng the

announcement of the sentences, the government sources sa1d.

extra armed policemen and other secur1ty off1c1aLs were seen

today pajroLL1ng the federaL government quarter in bonn.

in apriL 1975, a gang of urban guerrilLas took over the west

german embassy in stockholm. they bLew part of 1t up, kiLLing

two dipLomats, when the bonn government refused to bow to

the1r demands for the release of 26 baader-me1nhof members,

~cLud1ng the stuttgart defendants, held 1n west german

pr1sons.
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